THE patient was a man, aged 41, who had suffered from a lesion in the right groin, which from time to time had ulcerated in part of its extent during the past fourteen months. The lesion was situated just above and parallel to Poupart's ligament, and consisted of an oval patch of a reddish-brown colour about 3 in. long and i in. wide in its greatest diameter. The surface was smooth, and apparently uniform in colour, but on stretching the skin some rounded whiter areas could be discerned at the inner part. At the outer extremity there had been an ulcer about i in. in length; this had recently healed under iodide of potassium, but it had healed several times previously without treatment.
The patient had contracted syphilis twenty-one years ago, and the exhibitor at first regarded the lesion as a late syphilitic manifestation, but the recent appearance of what seemed to be an initial lesion resembling a lupous nodule led him to regard it as tuberculous. Another recent phenomenon was the appearance of distinct infiltration at the lower and outer part of the patch. Wassermann's test had not been carried out on account of the previous history of syphilis.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. PRINGLE thought that the lesion was probably a relapse syphilide in loco, and suggested that a Wassermann test should be made. If positive, it was evidence that patient still had active syphilis, even after so long an interval, and he would be inclined to act on the result of the test.
Dr. WHITFIELD said that three diseases had occurred to him-namely, Paget's disease; morphcea, and syphilis. Close examination convinced him that it was not the first, and on the whole he thought it most probable that it was a patch of morphoea. Ulceration was not uncommon if a patch of morphaea was irritated.
Sir MALCOLM MORRIS agreed with Dr. Whitfield that it was more like morphcea.
Dr. PERNET expressed the view that the condition was syphilitic.
Monilithrix in a Male Child aged 16 Months.
By S. E. DORE, M.D.
AN older member of the family, suffering from the same disease, who was shown at the April meeting of the Dermatological Section, 1910,1 was also brought to the meeting. When the latter was exhibited a year ago the scalp of the child now presented was apparently normal. The mother dated the condition from four or five months of age, when she first noticed that the hair at the back and sides of the child's head was not growing properly. The disease in the present case resembled that of the older child as regards its distribution and the appearance of the hairs, but differed from it in the slight degree of keratosis of the mouths of the hair-follicles, which was concurrent with the growth of moniliform hairs, and had not preceded it, as in the other case. This child was born at full term, the elder brother prematurely. Both suffered froin rickets. Microscopical specimens showed the fusiform nodes or spindles alternating with constrictions at more or less regular intervals, according to the degree to which the hairs were affected. In unstained specimens the cuticle was seen to be thickened at the internodes, which presented the usual brush-like extremity on fracture, but there did not appear to be a deficiency of pigment in this position, nor an increase of that at the nodes. Many of the latter, however, showed a deeply pigmented fusiform medulla which was absent altogether in the constricted portions.
Dr. GALLOWAY said that he had had at one time two cases of monilithrix occurring in brothers under observation for some years. The other children of the family were unaffected. As the boys grew older the affection of the scalp became less obvious, as the unaffected hairs grew and covered over the shorter fragile hairs affected by the disease. He gained the impression that the originally affected hairs did not recover.
